
Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change 
Research (APN): 2025 Call for Proposals
Over 25 years of policy-relevant research on global change in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Friday, 24 October 2025
Early Career Researcher Webinar with APN-ECAP

and APN Call for Proposals, National University of Malaysia



Webinar Session Agenda
● Introduction to the Asia-Pacific Network for Global 

Change Research (APN)

● The CRRP and CAPaBLE programmes, and past rates 

of proposal submission success

● Eligibility requirements and special considerations

● Priority topics for the 2024 Call for Proposals

● Timeline of submissions and overall procedures

● Overview of resources on APNIS
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Established ❏ 1996

Member 
countries

❏ 22 countries in Asia-Pacific region
❏ Additional “approved countries”

Secretariat ❏ Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan

Donors

❏ Ministry of the Environment, Japan
❏ Hyogo Prefectural Government, Japan
❏ Ministry for the Environment, New Zealand
❏ Ministry of Environment, Republic of Korea

STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT

Cooperating with other global change 
and sustainability networks and 
organisations.

CAPACITY 
DEVELOPMENT

SCIENCE-POLICY 
LINKAGES

Strategic goals

Focus areas

REGIONAL 
RESEARCH

Support regional 
cooperation in global 

change research on issues 
particularly relevant to the 

Asia-Pacific region.

Enhance capabilities to 
participate in global change 
and sustainability research 
and support science-based 

decision-making.

Strengthen interactions among 
scientists and policymakers; 

provide scientific input to policy 
decision-making, and scientific 

knowledge to the public

About



Abe, T., Bastaman, H., Fukushi, K., 
Heath, L. C., Hill, D. P., Hoshino, 
Y., … Yoshikawa, K. (2021). APN 
Fifth Strategic Plan. doi: 
10.30852/sp.5

Direction of APN in the Fifth Strategic Phase 
Contribute to the realisation of global agendas, such as: 

SDGs

Sendai 
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Framework
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(GBF)
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Decade 
of Ocean 
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APN & its 
Operations

Fifth Strategic 
Phase (2020-2026)

Communication, 
dissemination and 

outreach

Monitoring and 
evaluation

Focused activities in the Fifth Strategic Phase

Fifth Strategic 
Plan (2020-2026)

❑ Explore new research initiatives that contribute to: 
▪ Climate Change: AP-PLAT and WCRP-CORDEX programme; 
▪ Synergies between climate change and disaster risk reduction; 
▪ Achieving carbon neutral society; 
▪ Addressing issues on marine plastic debris and microplastics. 

❑ Advance work in areas of circular and ecological economy (CEE), zero 
carbon cities, nature-based solutions and climate-smart agriculture, etc.

❑ Provide support to early career professionals through tailored activities 
and programmes that meet their specific needs.

❑ Strengthen linkages between  scientists, policymakers and  practitioners 
etc. and provide sound scientific information for policymaking processes.

https://doi.org/10.30852/sp.5
https://doi.org/10.30852/sp.5


Fifth Strategic Plan (2020-2026): Our current focus



Core 
Programmes

Collaborative regional 
research (CRRP)
A key pillar of APNʼs science 
agenda, involving 
multi-country research 
projects.

Scientific capacity 
development 
(CAPaBLE)
Building scientific capacity at 
local, organisational and 
systemic levels.

For more information: https://www.apn-gcr.org/core-activities/ 

70%
Projects led by researchers from developing 
countries (FY 2020 to FY2024)

54%
Projects led by early career professionals 
(FY2020 to FY2024)

63%
Projects reported engaging early career 
professionals (FY2020 to FY2022)

In its 5th Strategic 
Phase, APN has two 
key programmes 
addressing itʼs six 
focus areas, of which 
APN supports new 
projects through 
donor funding.

https://www.apn-gcr.org/core-activities/


Engaging early career professionals and promoting scientific 
capacity development

❏ Annual Call for Proposals (with 
special consideration for early 
career professionals)

❏ Subregional: Proposal Development 
Training Workshops, Poster 
Networking Session

❏ Becoming an external reviewer for 
APN's Science Bulletin or Call for 
Proposals

❏ Attending our webinars and 
conferences

❏ Join APN's Early Career 
Professionals Network for Global 
Change Research (APN-ECAP)

How to get involved?

2013, Sri Lanka2012, Cambodia

2018, Tokyo2015, Bhutan 2017, Vietnam

2014, Lao PDR

2016, Mongolia

2022, Sri Lanka 2023, Thailand

2011, China

2024, Fiji

Up next: Malaysia (SEA), 2026

2025, Republic of Korea
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APN Call for Proposals, 2025
Collaborative Regional Research Programme (CRRP)

Scientific Capacity Development Programme (CAPaBLE)

Launch: Monday, 3 November 2025

Deadline: Sunday, 30 November 2025



APN Strategic Goals
and Programmes

Research
Supporting regional and international cooperation in research on global change 
and sustainability issues particularly relevant to the Asia-Pacific Region

Collaborative Regional Research Programme (CRRP)
Engaging a minimum of 3 countries in the region, APN fosters the understanding of 
global environmental change by conducting Asia-Pacific regional-based research on 
the Earthʼs system and advancing science that informs decision-making in 
adaptation, mitigation, and sustainable development. 

Typical project proposal duration within 1-2 years (maximum 3 years). 
Average funding per project year is USD 45,000.

Capacity Development
Enhancing capacities to participate in research on global change and 
sustainability and to support science-based decision-making.

Scientific Capacity Development Programme (CAPaBLE)
Enhancing the capacities of scientists, policymakers and other relevant 
stakeholders in Asia and the Pacific to identify and assess global change issues at 
local, national and regional levels and further identify appropriate solutions to 
resolve the issues and achieve sustainability.

Typical project proposal duration within 1 year (maximum 2 years). 
Average funding per project year is USD 40,000.

Research Capacity 
Development

Science-
policy 

linkage

Stakeholder 
engagement

APN & its 
Operations

Fifth Strategic 
Phase (2020-2026)

Communication, 
dissemination and 

outreach

Monitoring and 
evaluation

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Programmes available under the 2024 Call for Proposals

Collaborative Regional Research Programme (CRRP) 
1. Collaborative research on global change and sustainability that, particularly, addresses GAPS, ANALYSIS, SYNTHESIS and 
ASSESSMENT work.

2. Collaborative research that develops PATHWAYS and MECHANISMS to achieve sustainable development and develop 
adaptation strategies.

3. Collaborative PLACE-BASED INTEGRATIVE RESEARCH particularly from developing countries.

4. Collaborative research that is CO-DESIGNED with stakeholders (non-academic) and has actionable outcomes.

5. Collaborative research is in ordance with its mission and activities in APNʼs 5th Strategic Plan (2020-2026) and contributes 
to to the implementation of international agendas (Paris Agreement, Sustainable Development Goals, Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, Global Biodiversity Framework, UN Decade of Ocean Science (2021-2030), and the accumulation of 
scientific knowledge at IPCC, IPBES, etc) 

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Programmes available under the 2024 Call for Proposals

Scientific Capacity Development Programme (CAPaBLE) 
1. Capacity development activities that promote the following approaches related to one or more of the six thematic areas of 
APN:

a. Utilising and strengthening existing capacity
b. Creating opportunities to use/instil capacity
c. Developing new capacity through innovative approaches;

2. AWARENESS-RAISING AND DISSEMINATION activities for policy- and decision-making communities, civil society and/or 
the general public;

3. SCIENCE-POLICY interfacing in the context of the six thematic areas;

4. CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP ACTIVITIES that contribute to the capacity development components of the 
evolving global change arena, including Paris Agreement, Sustainable Development Goals, Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction, Global Biodiversity Framework, UN Decade of Ocean Science (2021-2030), IPCC, IPBES, and new global 
change and sustainability research programmes.

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Rates of success: 
Collaborative 
Regional Research 
(CRRP) Proposals
APN supports research and 
capacity development activities by 
inviting proposals under the 
Collaborative Regional Research 
Programme (CRRP) and Capacity 
Development Programme 
(CAPaBLE).

 
Average 52.63% rate 
of success (FY2023)

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Rates of success: 
Scientific Capacity 
Development 
(CAPaBLE) 
Proposals
APN supports research and 
capacity development activities by 
inviting proposals under the 
Collaborative Regional Research 
Programme (CRRP) and Capacity 
Development Programme 
(CAPaBLE).

 

Average 36.84% rate 
of success (FY2023)

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Early career professionals must be under 40 years of age, and 
should be one of the following:

● A university degree holder with five years of relevant 
work experience;

● A postgraduate working towards a PhD or a Masterʼs;
● A Masterʼs degree holder with two years of relevant 

work experience;
● A PhD holder; or,
● A postdoctoral student.

Special consideration will be given to teams with at least one 
early career professional from each APN member country or 
APN approved country engaged in the proposal.

Special consideration 
for early career 
professionals

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


✓ I am a researcher affiliated with an academic institution/non-profit/
government institution based in APN member/approved countries.

✓ I am not a consultant nor an independent researcher.

✓ I do not work in the private sector.

✓ I am not a current Project leader of an APN funded project.

✓ I am currently not a collaborator in more than 2 APN funded projects. 

✓ I have not received more than 135,000 USD of APN funding within the last five years.

✓ My CRRP proposal engages 3 countries, 2 of which are developing countries.

✓ My CAPaBLE proposal engages 1 or more countries and more than 2 institutions.

✓ My proposal addresses one or more of the 2025 priority topics in the selected region.

Proponent eligibility

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Call for Proposals Priority Topics

1. Global change and its 
impacts on ecosystems and 
livelihoods in the Pacific

2. Climate adaptation, disaster 
risk reduction, displacement 
and relocation

3. Climate variability and 
change and their impacts in 
national and regional 
contexts

4. Biodiversity and ecosystem 
conservation for human 
wellbeing and protection in 
the Pacific

1. Climate change and 
variability (CC&V) and 
disaster risk reduction

2. Transboundary issues 
(specifically air pollution, 
marine plastics, marine 
debris)

3. Big Earth Data for SDGs
4. Bio-circular green economy 

(BCG) and circular ecological 
economy (CEE)

5. Achieving SDGs in the face of 
a changing climate: Food, 
water and energy security

1. Climate change adaptation, 
losses and damages, and the 
impacts of extreme events

2. Future GHG emission 
scenarios, including 
decarbonisation pathways

3. Integrated urban waste 
management for sustainable 
development

4. Enhancing urban and rural 
water security in South Asia 
in the face of Global Change

5. Ecosystem resilience: 
Addressing climate change 
and ecosystem services 
through promotion of 
ecosystem-based adaptation

1. Nature-based solutions for climate 
resilience and ecosystem restoration

2. Climate extremes, carbon neutral 
societies, and alternative energy 
production

3. Big Earth Data for Global Change
4. Knowledge innovation for 

sustainable resource management
5. Urban resilience and strengthening 

capacity for sustainable 
development

6. (Only 2025 TEA PDTW) Innovative 
knowledge and climate-resilient 
solutions for sustainable resource 
management and plastic pollution 
mitigation in marine and freshwater 
ecosystems

Pacific Southeast Asia South Asia Temperate East Asia

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

Frequently Asked Questions: apn-gcr.org/faq
Launch Period: 3-30 November 2025

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org
http://apn-gcr.org/faq
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How Proposals are 
Assessed, 1 1. Does the proposed research and activities address global 

change issues falling under the sub-regional priority 
topics?

2. How far will the proposed activities strengthen the 
engagement of scientists/researchers (both early career 
and senior scientists/researchers) in scientific research and 
capacity development activities at the regional and 
international level?

3. In your opinion, could the outcomes of the proposed 
research be policy-relevant? 

4. Does the proposal duplicate past or current efforts, either 
funded by APN or supported by any other 
international/regional organisations? Is the proposal part 
of any ongoing national/regional/international 
project/programme? 

For more information, see Appendix 1 
in the CRRP/CAPaBLE Guide for 

Proponents.



20

How Proposals are 
Assessed, 2

5. Is the proposal scientifically sound? In your opinion, with 
the methodology presented in the summary proposal, can 
the proposed project achieve its expected outputs and 
outcomes within the timeframe?

6. Is the proposal co-designed and transdisciplinary in 
nature?

7. Does the proposal engage early career professionals and 
is the proposal gender-balanced?

8. Does the proposal present “value for money” and is the 
requested amount feasible given the budget of the APN? 

For more information, see Appendix 1 
in the CRRP/CAPaBLE Guide for 

Proponents.



Call for Proposals: Timeline Overview

End of March 2026

Stage 1 Summary Proposal 
Review and Selection

Internal

May 2026

Stage 2 Full Proposal
Review and Selection

Internal & External

30 November 2025

Submission of Stage 1 
Summary Proposal

APNIS

March 2026

(Invitation Only) Submission 
of Stage 2 Full Proposal

APNIS

July 2026

Stage 2 Steering Committee 
Decision-Making and Selection

APN Website and Email

October 2026

 Project contracting and
commencement

● Preliminary screening process
● Review of Stage 1 shortlisted 

proposals by APN members
● Results announcement

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


Call for Proposals: Summary Proposal Procedure

Stage 1 Submission
Deadline: 30 November 2025

Proponents: Prepare and submit proposals to APN through the online interface APN 
Information System (APNIS).

Basic eligibility
December 2025

APN Secretariat: Confirms receipt, reviews proposal for the basic eligibility 
requirements, and sends to reviewers.

Stage 1 Review
January - February 2026

APN SPG, CDC, and Invited Experts: Review and assess the 
proposals based on the criterion.

Shortlisting
February - March 2026

APN Secretariat: Compiles the review scores, and invites 
successful projects to Stage 2.

Stage 2 Submission
Deadline: March 2026

Proponents (Invite only): Preparation and submission of 
full proposal on APNIS.

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org
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APN Call for Proposals, 2025
Technical component: Proposal formulation, 

and APNIS submission.



APN Information System (APNIS)

https://www.apn-gcr.or
g/apnis 

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

https://www.apn-gcr.org/apnis
https://www.apn-gcr.org/apnis
mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


APNIS: Creating an account

• Visit APNIS: 
https://www.apn-gcr.org/apni
s/login.

• Fill in your first and last names, 
username, email address and 
passwords to create an account.

• You will be logged in if the 
registration is successful.

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

https://www.apn-gcr.org/apnis/login
https://www.apn-gcr.org/apnis/login
mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


APNIS: Completing your profile
You must complete your profile before submitting a 
proposal or apply for an event. A user profile has two 
sections:

1. Basic profile. Name, gender, nationality, and 
contact information.

Select My profile > Edit basic profile from the 
top navigation bar to fill in the necessary 
information.

2. Proponent profile. Affiliation, short bio, 
employment, education, publications, etc.

Select My profile > Edit proponent profile from 
the top navigation bar to complete your 
proponent profile.

Once completed, your profile information will be 
auto-populated for your future submissions.

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


APNIS: Templates and further guidance

Accessible from 3-30 
November 2025.

Dedicated step-by-step 
guidance is provided in 

the Guide for Proponents 
for each of the CRRP and 
CAPaBLE programmes.

For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org


For questions on the Call for Proposals: advisory.service@apn-gcr.org 

mailto:advisory.service@apn-gcr.org
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http://www.apn-gcr.org

Frequently Asked 
Questions
Additional information on proposal 
eligibility, submission, and other caveats

APN Projects Database
Search for past APN-funded projects here, 
with advanced filtering options

APN Call for Proposals 
2025 Launch
Open from 3-30 November 2025

APN Science Bulletin
Read the scientific outputs from 
APN-funded projects here, published in our 
flagship Scopus-indexed journal

Join APN's Early Career 
Professionals Network 
LinkedIn Group bringing together global 
change researchers in the Asia-Pacific

http://www.apn-gcr.org



