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Droughts cause more severe problems than floods — °
Long periods of flooding cause mental health problems g
Floods are caused by deforestation and expanding farmland *
Rainfalls are more predictable now than in the past ®
The climate has been getting hotter
In years without floods we suffer more - -
Floods have beneficial effects for local people —
During floods more people in the village get sick than usual - ®
Floods are particularily dangerous for the young and elderly -
Floods are natural (strong rainfalls) °
Landowners are more affected by floods and droughts than landless *
People are better prepared for droughts than for floods -
Floods are more frequent now than in the past - ®
Droughts are not a problem for crops - we irrigate °

After a long drought there is often a particularly strong flood

Floods do not cause disruptions to livelihoods - *®
T T T 1

-4 -2 0 2 4
Disagree Agree

FIGURE 1: PERCEIVED DRIVERS FOR, AND IMPACTS FROM CLIMATE RELATED HAZARDS. FIGURE SHOWS RANGE OF RESPONSES FROM PARTICIPANTS (BARS)
FOR EACH STATEMENT WITH CIRCLES REPRESENTING THE AVERAGE RESPONSE. RESULTS IN ORANGE SIGNIFY RESPONSES COMMON ACROSS ALL
COMMUNITIES. RESULTS IN BLUE REPRESENT VIEWS UNIQUE TO A SUBSET OF COMMUNITIES.
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During floods move assets to higher ground
Store food and water before floods
Government support needed during drought — *
Seek work outside village to cope with losses g
Sharing information during floods is important g
During floods grow crops in other locations — g
Villagers moved away permanently due to floods and droughts *
Villagers do not support each other during floods and droughts *
No need to changed sowing and harvesting times to cope with floods — °
Our knowledge is sufficient to cope with floods —
Need to grow different crops to cope with drought events
Changed cropping systems to adapted to floods — °
Family outside community helps during floods and droughts - g
More fish during floods compensates crop damage -
Carry insurance against disaster impacts - g

Government action is not needed to manage floods - g

Disagree Agree
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SOURCE

This policy brief has been prepared by Dr Bryan Boruff, The University of Western Australia, and is based on the
following material:

Boruff, B., Neef, A., Hak, S., Touch, S., and Ngin, C., (2019) Climate change impacts and adaptation strategies in
rural Cambodia: perceptions from flood-affected communities in Kratie (in draft).

Edited by Professor Andreas Neef, The University of Auckland, New Zealand

About this publication: This policy brief has been developed for the APN project “Climate Change Adaptation in Post-Disaster Recovery Processes:
Flood-Affected Communities in Cambodia and Fiji" (CAF2017-RR01-CMY-Neef) under APN's Climate Adaptation Framework. For full details of this project,
including news and events, project activities, publications and presentations, please visit the project website at http://www.climatechangeplus.net.
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