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PREFACE 
 

 
Vietnam suffers significantly increasing climate extremes in recent years 

with complicated occurrences of typhoons, floods and other extreme events. 
Although Vietnam has been active in implementing Climate Change Adaptation 
(CCA) and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) initiatives at all levels, Loss and 
Damage (L+D) still occur and severely affect  vulnerable  communities, 
especially remote communities. Recognizing the risk of dealing with 
unavoidable L+D, the Department of metrology, hydrology and climate change 
(DMHCC) collaborates with Hue Economic University to develop a series of 
capacity building activities, including a national training, with an aim to 
establishing a comprehensive linkage between national agencies and local 
communities in a response to immediate impacts of disasters while ensuring a 
sustainable foundation of knowledge and knowledge transfer to effectively 
reduce long-term impacts of climate change. 

The training for designated agencies on climate change at central levels 
in Vietnam was organized with participation of leaders of line departments 
under governmental ministries and Provincial People’s Committees who 
directly involve in policy-making processes on climate change under 
supervision and coordination of Vietnam NTP and disaster reduction 
coordinated by the Central Committee for Flood and Storm Control (CCFSC). 

The objective of the training was to seek strategic ways to improve 
coordination role of Vietnam NTP in directing and ensuring the effectiveness of 
disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation activities by line ministries 
and related provinces will include (i) enhancing the knowledge-base of CCA- 
DRR-L+D including colloquially understanding of Loss and Damage and 
linkages between DDR and CCA, (ii) Successful practices of local, experiential 
and indigenous knowledge; and (iii) discussing potential integration of DRR and 
CCA to address L+D for sustainable development and how to establish linkages 
between DDR and CCA strategies to formulate a better protocol. 

The presentations received attentions and appreciation as well as the 
fruitful comments of the experts and representatives from line ministries and 
related agencies. Based on the comments raised at the Training, Department of 
Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment will, in collaboration with the experts, finalize the report and 
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training documentation. The training was successfully organized on March 2017 
in Ho Chi Minh, Viet Nam. 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to express sincere thanks to APN for 
their generous supports and to all participants for their active and constructive 
comments to the training. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Le Minh Nhat - Project Leader 

Director Climate Change Adaptation Division(CCA) 
Department of Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate Change (DMHCC) 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, Viet Nam (MONRE) 
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ABBREVIATION 
 
 
 
 
 

APN Asia-Pacific Network for Global Change Research 

CCA 

COP 

Climate Change Adaptation 

Conference of Parties 

DRR Disaster Risk Reduction 

DMHCC Department of  Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate Change 

IMHEN 

LD 

Institute of Meteorology, Hydrology and Environment 

Loss and Damage 

MARD Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

MPI Ministry of Planning and Investment 

MOF Ministry of Finance 

MOIT Ministry of Industry and Trade 

MONRE Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 

MRV Measurement, Reporting and Verification 

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
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1- Opening session 

 
 

Dr. Le Minh Nhat, Director CCA, DMHCC, 

MONRE, makes the welcome speech 

 

2-Presentations at Training 

  
Dr. Le Minh Nhat, Director Division of Climate 
Change Adaptation, DMHCC, MONRE, presents 

Relationship between CCA and DRR in the context of 
Loss and Damage 

Dr. Mai Van Khiem, IMHEN Sharing experience on 
implementing activities of capacity building on Loss 

and Damage at provincial level 

  
Dr.Pham The Duy, HCM university, presents Disaster 

risk management: Opportunities and challenges in 
reducing loss and damage 

Group Discussion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

vii 
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Mr. Doan Thanh Chung, MARD presents Loss 
and Damage by climate change impacts in 

agricultural sector: Difficulties and 
Challenges 

Discussion at the Training 

  

 

Discussion at the Training 
Discussion at the Training 

 
3. Discussion at the Training 

  
Dr Le Minh Nhat answers a question  

Discussion at the Training 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE TRAINING 
 

Objective 
 

(i) Sharing the knowledge-base of CCA-DRR-L+D including 
colloquially understanding of Loss and Damage and linkages 
between DDR and CCA, 

(ii) Sharing the successful practices of local, experiential and 
indigenous knowledge; and 

(iii) Discussing potential integration of DRR and CCA to address L+D 
for sustainable development and how to establish linkages between 
DDR and CCA strategies to formulate a better protocol. 

Date of Training 

1-2 march 2017 
 

Venue 
 

Au Lac Hotel, 
 

No.90 Nguyen Thi Minh Khai ,  Ward 6 Dist 3, Ho Chi Minh, Viet Nam. 
 

Organizer 
 

Department of Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate change (DMHCC), 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE). 

 
 
 

Supported by 
 

Asia-Pacific Network for global Change Research (APN) 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART 1. 
 

REPORT OF THE TRAINING 
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Summary Training on  
“Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction In the 

context of Loss and Damage” 
Ho Chi Minh, 1-2 March 2017 

 
 

I. Introduction 

Southern part of Vietnam has been very active in implementing CCA 
activities. Thus, by hosting a training course here, the team expects to interact 
with people who have actual experience of implementing CCA and seeks to 
know their suggestions for CCA policies in the future. A training courses will 
occur in two day with four key sections (i) Concepts of Loss and Damage (L+D); 
(ii) Understandings and Practices for Climate Change Adaptation (CCA); (iii) 
Understandings and Practices for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR); and (iv) how 
to reduce L+D through CCA and DRR in Vietnam. 

A training for designated agencies on climate change at central level in 
Vietnam for leaders of line departments under governmental ministries and 
Provincial People’s Committees who directly involve in policy-making process 
on climate change under supervision and coordination of Vietnam NTP and 
disaster reduction coordinated by the Central Committee for Flood  and Storm 
Control (CCFSC), was held at the Au Lac Hotel in Ho Chi Minh on 1 to 2 March 
2017.  It  was  organized  by  the  Department  of  Meteorology,  Hydrology  and 
Climate Change (DMHCC) of MONRE in collaboration with related agencies 

II. Objectives of the training 

The general objective of the training was to improve the coordination role 
of Vietnam in directing and ensuring the effectiveness of disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation activities by line ministries and 
provinces. 

The specific objectives of the meeting were to: 

(iv) Sharethe knowledge-base of  CCA-DRR-L+D  including 
colloquially understanding of Loss and Damage and linkages 
between DDR and CCA, 

(v) Sharethe successful practices of local, experiential and indigenous 
knowledge; and 

(vi) Discuss potential integration of DRR and CCA to address L+D for 
sustainable development and how to establish linkages between 
DDR and CCA strategies to formulate a better protocol. 
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III.  Training Chairpersons and Participants 

The training was co-chaired by Dr. Le Minh Nhat , Project leader, Director 
of Climate Change Adaptation Division, DMHCC, MONRE Director of CCA 
DMHCC, MONRE, Professor Dr. Truong Quang Hoc, a member of Vietnam’s 
Advisory Committee of Climate Change (Decision 43/QD-TTg). 

The training was attended by 40 participants, including representatives 
from: Sothern Institute of Water Resources Research, Southern Institute of Water 
resource, Planning Centre for hydro-meteorological forecasting at southern area, 
Vietnam Red cross society Office of Central Committee for Flood and Storm 
Control, Department of Natural Disaster Prevention and Control, Sub-
Department of Natural Disaster Prevention and Control Sub-institute of 
hydrometeorology and climate change, as well as academics; Non-Governmental 
Organizations and journalists. 

IV. Conduct of the Training 

The training was opened by Dr. Le Minh Nhat, Director of CCA, DMHCC, 
MONRE. He warmly welcomed all participants to the training and provided 
some background information on the preparation of the APN project proposal. He 
introduced the objectives of the training and invited comments and inputs from 
the participants. 

Presentation topics: 

Dr. Le Minh Nhat: in the opening remarks, Dr Le Minh Nhat introduced 
key participants and emphasized the objectives of the national training trainings. 
He also pointed out that the important of adressing loss and damage in context of 
climate change. He suggested that information sharing and cooperation among 
different provinces and ministries in thefield of disaster risk reduction and 
climate change adaptation should be enhanced in order to find out new 
reasonable mechanism for loss and damage. 

Mr. Nguyen Viet Dung: In the first presentation, Mr Nguyen Viet Dung 
gave brief introduction and the diffrences on the definitions of loss and damage. 
The diffrences had been shown via methodologies, outcome and output. He also 
presented how to intergrated the loss and damage into climate change plans as 
well as the dificultes and challenges facing while intergrating. 

Dr. Le Minh Nhat: He has explained deeply about the climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk reduction methodology including differences, past 
and future vision. His presentation also shown how funding mechanism works 
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with loss and damage. 

Mr. Doan Thanh Trung had presented the lasted information on circulars 
43 and 44 regarding compensation on loss and damage. The presentation had 
cover a lot of concerns of participants about the compensationin related sectors 
including, transportation, agricultural, construction. Moreover, Mr Trung as a 
team member of compilation of circulars 43 and 44  

Disscussion 

 Below we present findings from the three trainings conducted in Ho 
Chi Minh city. Trainings were held with over 30 participants. Policy question 
was discussed in groups once in groups formed followed by mixing up 
participants in a multi- stakeholder group setting. Although, training discussion 
questions were prepared, participants also have other questions during the 
trainings (listed below). 

              Training discussion question 

 

Question 1 Gaps and challenges 

What are the challenges for 
quantitative assessment? 

What methods can we use to address 
the problem of non-economic loss? 

Question 2 
Tools and methods to 
assess L+D 

What tools are existed to assess losses 
and losses in an immediate and slow-
acting state? 

How to assess the difference between 
disaster risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation? 

Question 3  

Financial mechanisms 
and mechanisms 
supporting loss and 
damage 

Which financial mechanisms are 
being discussed internationally? 

Insurance is seen as a tool in 
supporting loss and damage, so how 
effective is it? 

Question 4 
Link between 
resilience and loss 

How does loss and damage affect the 
development of resilience? 

How does resistance development 
affect loss and damage? 
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For prepared major questions, participants pretty concerned about the 
methodology which should apply for specific purposes. Participant also pointed 
out that although Vietnam has many circulars and law for natural disaster 
prevention, however, it still doesn’t match with enormous demand.  Moreover, 
participants admitted that the relationship between ministries remain weak, thus, 
the legal documents can not cover all fields of loss and damage. The initiative 
which participants suggested were about legalization the insurance mechanisms. 
Participants also believed that governments should request private sectors to join 
this insurance mechanism. 

The discussion session started with group discussion. In Vietnam, loss and 
damage remains a new topic so that the definitions of this topic isquite strange to 
the participants.  A question about the difference between loss and damage. Dr. 
Le Minh Nhat demonstrated the slow on set effects of the damage concept in 
order to distinguish between loss and damage. This discussion linked to the 
other question about how Vietnam government measures the slow on set 
effect, social and economic effects.  

 

Extra discussion questions from participants 

Question 1 Quantitative assessment of damage in climate 
change? How to assess the damage of slow on set 
effect? 

Question 2 Which methodology should be use for quantitative 
assessment of damage in climate change? 

How to integrate L+D to Economic and social 
development plan?   

Question 3 What was the gaps in L+D mechanism? Why and 
How Circular 43 about assessment of L+D works? 

Question 4 How to prevent and control the damage of natural 
disaster? How to effectively overcome the 
consequences of natural disaster? 

Question 5 How to access to funds for natural disaster 
recovery? 

Question 6 Which insurance mechanism should be use to 
address loss and damage? How to attract private 
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sector to join this mechanism? 

Question 7 How in-line ministries co-operate to address the 
problem? 

 

Before the trainings, loss and damage seem to be quite new to all 
stakeholders. Most of participants did not understand the different between loss 
and damage in climate change. Moreover, participants encountered gaps in 
assessing damage of natural disaster in context of climate change. The reasons for 
these gaps can be explained by difference in reviewing criteria and resources 
access. In addition, sharing information between organizations also remain as 
main challenge that leads to obstruct in decision making. Training participants 
outlined several support mechanisms and tools that would be useful in addressing 
these barriers both over the short- and long-term. All participants agreed that the 
insurance mechanism should be used as major methodology to address loss and 
damage. Another outcome of trainings was to recommend the setting up of 
“Information platform” to bring together stakeholders and avoid gaps in sharing 
data. 

 
V. Conclusion of the training 

Finally, Dr. Nhat briefly summarized what had been discussed during the 
training, and thanked all participants for their participation, especially those 
who contributed to the presentations and discussions. He concluded that: 

One of the recommendations for a national support mechanism of the natural 
disasters related losses and damages is to strengthen the linkage between climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk reduction based on the solution of losses and 
damages. 

The mechanism for compensation for losses and damages is a new concept 
which requires knowledge exchange and experiences sharing of specific 
activities undertaken by local people as well as discussing challenges in 
establishing mechanisms for compensation for losses and damages in Vietnam, 
therefore, identifying most suitable solutions to reduce losses and damages in 
Vietnam. 

To adapt to climate change and disaster risk reduction, it is necessary to 
have a fundamental transition in the development and implementation of 
policies by each of the relevant stakeholders toward comprehensive, multi 
disciplinary coordinating approaches. 
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Some specific recommendations were given such as creating a network of 
stakeholders active in the area of climate change adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction at national and local level; seeking funding from organizations for the 
implementation of climate change activities, building joint programs for the 
planning and implementation of climate change adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction in collaboration with different stakeholders in the community; 
developing a forum to share experience on planning and developing of climate 
change adaptation  and disaster risk reduction among stakeholders at all levels. 
With the responsibility as an organization of state management on climate 
change, Department of Hydrometeorology & Climate Change, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment will continue to coordinate and consult with 
relevant agencies at the central, local levels and with international organizations 
during development of the mechanisms and policies related to the loss and 
damage in consistent with the country's development as well as global trends. 
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PART 2. 
 

PRESENTATIONS AT THE TRAINING 
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ANNEX 1. 
Training Agenda 

 
 

 
TIME  CONTENTS  PERSON IN 

CHARGE  
 Day 1 (1/3/17)   
8h30-8h45  Openning speeches    

Introduction to the participants 
Dr. Le minh Nhat 

8h45-9h00  Introduction to the training course  Dr. Tran Huu Tuan, 
HCE  

9h00-9h30 Lecturer 1: Integration of DRR 
and CCA 

Mr. Nguyen Vietdung 
Dr. Le Minh Nhat 

9h30-10h30  Lecture 2: Climate change and 
Disaster risks  
Loss and Damage HCM 
 

Dr. Tran Phong, ISET 
Mr. Doan Thanh 
Chung MARD  

10h30-10h45  Tea-break   
10h45 -11h30  Group discussions and group 

presentations  
Group’s 
representatives  

11h30-13h30  Lunch time   
13h30-15h00  Lecture 3: Damage and loss in 

Quang Nam in terms of housing, 
infrastructure and ecosystems 

Dr. Tran Tuan Anh, 
ISET  

15h30-16h00  Tea-break   
16h45-17h00  Group discussions & group 

presentations  
Group’s 
representatives  

 Day 2 (2/3/17)   
8h30-10h00  Lecture 4: Improving governance 

capacity for disaster management 
and climate change response at 
community and local levels 
Sharing experience on 
implementing activities of capacity 
building on Loss and Damage at 
provincial level 

Dr. Tran Phong, ISET 
 
 
 
Dr. Mai Van khiem 
IMHEN 

10h00-10h30  Tea-break   
10h30 -11h30  Group discussions & group 

presentations  
Group’s 
representatives   

11h30-13h30  Lunch time   
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13h30-15h30  Lecture 5: Assessment of Loss & 
Damage in the Context of CCCA 
and DRR 

Dr. Tran Huu Tuan, 
HCE  

15h30-15h45  Tea-break  All participants  
15h45-16h45  Group discussions & group 

presentations  
Group’s 
representatives 

16h45-17h00  Closing speeches   Dr. Le Minh Nhat 
MONRE 
Dr. Tran Huu Tuan, 
HCE  

 

ANNEX 2. 
List of participants 

 
No Full name Position/Organization 
Not local participant 
1 Le Thi Minh Nguyet Southern institute of water resources research 
2 Giang Thi Hue Southern institute of water resources research 
3 Do Huu Tai Southern institute of water resources research 
4 Luong Cong Tuan Anh Southern institue of water resource planning 
5 Nguyen Duy Nho Southern institue of water resource planning 
6 Vo Duy Duy Southern institue of water resource planning 

7 Le Dinh Quyet 
Centre for hydro-meteorological forecasting at 
southern area 

8 Nguyen Trong Nghia Vietnam red cross society 

9 Ta Dang Quoc Vu 
Office of Central Committee for Flood and 
Storm Control 

10 Doan Thanh Trung 
Department of Natural Disaster Prevention 
and Control 

Local participant 

1 Phan The Duy 
HCM University of Natural Resources and 
Environment  

2 Le Cong Chinh Water resource university 
3 Nguyen Dang Tinh Water resource university 

4 Huynh Quoc Toan 
HCM Agricultural and rural development 
department 

5 Vo Nguyen Xuan Que 
HCM University of Natural Resources and 
Environment  

6 Vo Thi Thao Vi 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

7 Le Thi Phung 
HCM University of Natural Resources and 
Environment  

8 Huynh Thi My Linh 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 
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9 Vu Van Thuy Nam Khang Colsulting joint stock company 

10 Ho Cong Toan 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

11 Vo Thi Nguyen 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

12 Nguyen Thi Phuong Mai Water resource university 

13 Hoang Trong Khiem 
HCM University of Natural Resources and 
Environment  

14 Hoang Dinh Thanh 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

15 Bao Thanh 
HCM University of Natural Resources and 
Environment  

16 Nguyen Hong Thoa 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

17 Phan Thuy Linh 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

18 Nguyen Thai Son 
Sub-institute of hydrometeorology and 
climate change 

19 Nguyen Dinh Quan 
Sub-Department of Natural Disaster 
Prevention and Control 

20 Dao Viet Anh 
Sub-Department of Natural Disaster 
Prevention and Control 
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For more information please contact: 
Department of Meteorology, Hydrology and Climate Change 
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No. 10 Ton That Thuyet street, 
CauGiay district, Ha Noi, Viet Nam 

Tel: 84-4-37759384 - Fax:84-4-37759382 
Email:  vnadaptation@gmail.com 


