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Background and Context1

▪ Located in the eastern Himalayas

▪ Known for rich biodiversity and sound
environment policies

▪ 735,553 people as of 30 May 2017

▪ 62% live in the rural areas

▪ Subsisting on agro-pastoralism



Background and Context1

▪ 71% forest cover

▪ > 50% protected



Human-wildlife conflicts in Bhutan2

Livestock depredation by wild carnivores
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Human-wildlife conflicts in Bhutan2

Crop depredation by wild herbivores



Human-wildlife conflicts in Bhutan2

Retaliatory killings and accidental killings



Human-wildlife conflicts in Bhutan2

Poaching of wild predators



Challenges to managing HWCs in Bhutan3

Conservation or
Livelihood?



HWC issues for further deliberation4

▪ HWC is still highly polarized (animal-centric vs human-centric) 

▪ HWC is highly context specific and difficult to generalize issues
and solutions

▪ The science of wildlife damage management is still young, and
lack of effective strategies to create harmonious co-existence
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