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APN SCIENCE AGENDA

+ Climate Change and Climate
Variability

+ Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Land
Use

+ Changes in the Atmospheric,
Terrestrial and Marine Domains

Resources Utilization and
Pathways for Sustainable
Development

KEY PROGRAMMES

THE ARCP PROGRAMME. The Annual Regional Call
for Research Proposals (ARCP) is one of the scientific
pillars of the APN to encourage and promote global
change research in the Asia-Pacific region that has the
potential, in addition to improving the understanding
of global change and its implications in the region, to
contribute to the establishment of a sound scientific

basis for policy-making with regard to issues for which
global change is an important factor. The ARCP is a
competitive process launched in April 1998 to select
projects for funding under the Science Agenda of the
APN.

THE CAPaBLE PROGRAMME. The Scientific Capac-
ity Building for Sustainable Development in Develop-
ing Countries (CAPaBLE) programme was launched in
April 2003 as an initiative to realize parts of the Johan-
nesburg Plan of Implementation (JPOI) for the World
Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD). It is reg-
istered as a WSSD Type Il Partnership Initiative.

NEW INITIATIVES 2012

CLIMATE ADAPTATION PROGRAMME. The APN
has embarked on new activities to map out a multi-
year Climate Adaptation Programme (CAP), which
will contribute to the realization of the Cancun Adap-
tation Framework that aims to enhancing interna-
tional cooperation on climate adaptation with the
same level of priority as mitigation. Activities in the
pipeline include a workshop in collaboration with
ICAS of Ibaraki University to determine thematic
areas and appropriate tools to support such cooper-
ation; a training course on adaptation planning and
implementation in collaboration with University Net-
work for Climate and Ecosystems Change Adaptation
Research (UN-CECAR); and a proposal development
training workshop (PDTW) with focus on adaptation.

LOW CARBON INITIATIVE. The APN has launched a
Low Carbon Initiatives (LCI) programme with a view
to enhancing mitigation actions across countries in
the region to help achieve the global vision for a low-
carbon, sustainable future. Starting from 2012, the LCI
will be a three-year programme supporting regional
research, capacity development and networking
activities related to low carbon development.



