Svnthesis of APN Adaptation Activities
in the Asia-Pacific Region

The Challenge

Through government consultations with its members, APN recognises the challenges \
associated with climate vulnerabilities, impacts and adaptation. Particularly: \

® Vulnerability and impact assessments to plan and implement appropriate adaptation [
strategies are lacking in many areas

Developing countries lack human and institutional capacity to plan and adopt such
strategies

Mechanisms to mainstream adaptation strategies into national policy and plans need
to be established/strengthened and shared among nations and regions
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The IPCC AR4 notes that distribution of vulnerabilities vary across regions and those in the
weakest economic positions are the most vulnerable to climate change — the Asia-Pacific

region being highly vulnerable.

The APN which is a network of 22 member governments in the Asia-Pacific region supports
|\ research and capacity development activities that respond to the challenges of global /

environmental change.
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Considering the urgent needs of developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to
the adverse effects of climate change, the APN, with support from the Ministry of the
Environment, Japan, are conducting seven projects in developing nations in the region
under the Scientific Capacity Development for Climate Impact and Vulnerability
Assessments (SCBCIA) of its Capacity Development Programme, CAPaBLE. These projects
focus on scientific capacity development in impact and vulnerability assessments at the
scientific, user, policy and community levels.

® \Vulnerability Assessment and Urban Development for Asian Coastal Cities (Thailand)

® Capacity Development on Integrating Science and Local Knowledge for Impact and
Vulnerability Assessments (Philippines)

® Advancing Community-Based Scientific Capacity to Support Climate Change Adaptation
(China)

® Capacity Development for Impact and Vulnerability Assessments: In-Situ/Satellite
Measurements of Sea-Level Rise (Indonesia)

® Developing Research Capacity on Assessing Community Livelihood Vulnerability to

Climate Change Impacts in Central Viet Nam and Mekong River Delta (Thailand) Participants working to process sea level Reconstructed sea level
® Capacity Development for Climate Change Adaptation in Rural Coastal Zones of Viet data and Coastal Vulnerability Index trends using tide gauges and
Nam (Viet Nam) satellite altimetry in

{ ® Developing Capacity of the Scientific Community for Assessing the Health Impacts of Indonesia

Climate Change in Pakistan (Pakistan)
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The APN relies heavily on the generosity and commitment of all its member countries and whole range of institutions and
partner organisations for financial and in-kind support.




